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A New Beginning 

The Indian jurisprudence is constantly evolving, whereby, the right of victims to be 
heard, especially in cases involving heinous crimes, is increasingly being acknowledged. It has 
also been realized that where the victims themselves have come forward to participate in a 
criminal proceeding, they must be accorded with an opportunity of a fair and effective hearing. 
If the right to file an appeal against acquittal, is not accompanied with the right to be heard at 
the time of deciding a bail application, the same may result in grave miscarriage of justice. It 
has recently been observed that victims certainly cannot be expected to be sitting on the fence 
and watching the proceedings from afar, especially when they may have legitimate grievances. It 
is the solemn duty of a court to deliver justice before the memory of an injustice eclipses. 

Traditional Criminal Jurisprudence 

The traditional criminal justice system has been accused centric as fair trial rights were 
primarily meant to be the rights of accused only but the scenario has now undergone a sea 
change. It has now been acknowledged that the victim of a crime also has a right to be heard at 
all important stages such as at the time of remand, framing of charge, recording of evidence, 
recording of statement u/s. 313, final arguments and at the time of sentence. It needs to be 
mentioned that in traditional criminal justice system the victim was generally out of sight during 
the course of trial. The vast majority of crime victims remained without help, assistance, care or 
compensation. However, it is necessary to mention that victim compensation schemes, victim 
assistance programmes and other victim services have been in existence for over a quarter of 
a century in many parts of the world. The global historical background would indicate that 
the State Compensation Programme started in New Zealand in the early 1960s. In some 
countries, governments decided to transfer the financial burden of victim compensation to 
off enders through a levy called victim fine surcharge. 

There are proposals for a Universal State Insurance System for crime victims similar to 
traffic accident insurance in some of the countries. In many countries, State Compensation 
Schemes are strictly and explicitly limited to victims of violent or sex crimes (Hari Kishan v. 

Sukhbir Singh, AIR 1988 SC 2127). The Supreme Court directed to draw the attention of all 
courts to exercise the provisions u/S 357 CrPC liberally and award adequate compensation to the 
victims particularly when an accused is released on admonition or probation. 1

In fact, the rights of victim have been crystalized and VIA has been directed to be 
considered by State Authorities. The Apex court considered and recognized the right of appeal 
with certain riders. It has also considered the concept of victims of crime and their rights and 
directed the state to formulate new scheme. In Dinubhai Bogabhai Solanki v. State of Gujarat
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1 Ankush Shivaji Gaikwad v. State & Maharashtra, AIR 2013 SC 2454, Surinder Singh Deswal & Others v.
Virender Gandhi, AIR 2019 SC 2956 and Mallikarjun Kodagali v. State ofKamataka & Others, AIR 2010 SC 5206 
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This book comes as one of the finest examples of pure empirical research in recent 

times. The author has undertaken journey to different parts of not only India but of its neighbours 

such as Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka to conduct research and gather empirical data on child 

mortality, child development, life expectancy, fertility, sanitation, school participation, gender 

equity and much more. 

It may be observed in this research that the atmosphere of the schooling system in India is 

anything but cooperative. However, the caste reflections are also visible in the schooling system 

as the study indicates that the privileged children are being prepared for India's elite institutions 

of higher education. The study also indicates that upper caste teachers are not always convinced 

that education is important for underprivileged children. 

This empirical study also forcefully argues that India is mired in a unique and vicious 

circle of interdependent inequalities, starting with its pernicious caste system but then inequality 

permeates entire South Asia and not India alone and the author says that unfortunately India 

seems to be a champion. The research also shows India's continued failure to eliminate open 

defecation that has something to do with the difficulties of turning sanitation into a widely­

shared social responsibility in a country where disposing of shit was traditionally considered to 

be the job of a specific caste. 

The book under review comes as a careful research as well as a fine example of intensive 

field work in India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka. The author presents a well-researched and 

lively account of her research findings addressed to a very wide audience not only in India but in 

its neighbouring countries as well. This work sheds light on the price of inequality in South Asia 

in general and India in particular but it also points out to be possibility of change where the 

efforts of South Indian States and also Nepal are offered as good examples for positive change. 
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