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The book proposes to study social transformation more meticulously and pragmatically to 

understand the actual picture so as to address the bottlenecks in the quest for equality in different 

segments of life. The issue of market discrimination is discussed at length giving special 

emphasis to immobility of certain sections of society leaving them far behind from others on the 

path of socio-economic growth. The author says that a comprehensive regional analysis of 

occupational mobility is necessary for rational planning and legitimate minimization of regional 

disparities to foster sustainable and meaningful development. This study primarily enquires 

into occupational mobility of scheduled caste population in Lucknow. 

The conceptual framework of this academic enquiry is laid down in chapter I of the work 

where fundamental issues such as occupation, mobility, occupational mobility, inter-generational 

occupational mobility, factors determining it, gender, migration, land ownership, level of 

education and social networking are discussed. Chapter II of the work covers research design and 

review of related literature. It also covers academic and literary work done in the other parts of 

the world on the subject besides the work done in India. This chapter also includes discussion on 

problems faced by researcher during field study due to the subject being sensitive and the 

consequent limitations in the process of data collection. 

The major academic and empirical analysis of the subject is covered under two chapters 

namely chapter IV and V. The issue of occupational mobility of scheduled caste in primary, 

secondary and tertiary sectors is discussed at length in chapter III. This portion also covers 

educational mobility with special focus on urban scheduled caste population. The data collected 

is presented beautifully in tabular form. Chapter V of the book deals with exclusion and levels of 

development of scheduled caste population in Lucknow district covering both social and 

economic exclusion. 

The main limitation of the book under review is that it lacks in exploring an in-depth 

academic - empirical analysis of the subject undertaken for the academic enquiry as the focus 

seems slightly more on tools and techniques, statistical analysis and data presentation rather than 

deeper exploration into the systematic exclusion on meritocratic fallacy and gullible 

philosophical foundations. Although some touching intellectual analysis is undertaken in the 

concluding part of the book in the context of critically acclaimed work of Dr. B R Ambedkar 

entitled 'Annihilation of Caste' but the same perhaps needed to be explored more deeply with 

reference to social realities of exclusion. The book comes as an interesting read for anyone who 

wishes to get involved in the emerging area of occupational mobility and economic exclusion. 
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